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‘[This book] gives those seeking a deeper understanding 
of Pakistan a valuable resource.’ — Survival

‘This book flows from real knowledge. Blessed with con-
siderable linguistic skills, the insights of political science, 
sociology and Islamic studies, plus the understanding of 

a believing Muslim, Abou Zahab offers unrivalled in-
sights into social and religious change in Pakistan.’ 

— Francis Robinson, Professor of the History of South 
Asia, Royal Holloway, University of London

‘Mariam Abou Zahab’s work is an event itself, pre-
senting Pakistan beyond the binaries of conservative 
and liberal, Sunni and Shia, modernist and Sufi. Her 

truly kaleidoscopic analysis shows the many colours of 
Islam in Pakistan, interrogating our understanding of 

Islamism and sectarianism.’ — Sajjad Rizvi, Associate 
Professor of Islamic Intellectual History and Islamic 

Studies, University of Exeter

Mariam Abou Zahab (1952–2017) first travelled to South 
Asia and Afghanistan in 1973, and was an eyewitness 
among the anti-Soviet mujahideen. Fluent in Hindi, Urdu, 
Arabic, Persian and Pashto, she was a specialist of South 
Asian Islam, particularly Shiism. Her expertise extended 
to the Pashtun belt and South Waziristan.
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‘A comprehensive, all-encompassing take on Sindhi 
nationalism in the colonial and post-colonial eras. An 
excellent source of scholarship, it will be of interest to 

academics, students and the general public alike. Orig-
inal, compelling and ambitious.’ — Farhan Siddiqi, 

Associate Professor, School of Politics and Internation-
al Relations, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad, and 

author of The Politics of Ethnicity in Pakistan: The 
Baloch, Sindhi and Mohajir Ethnic Movements 

‘A well-researched and impartial account of Sindhi cul-
tural politics, from the colonial period till today. Borrow-

ing insights from political science, historiography and 
anthropology, this book is required reading for everyone 

interested in the recent history of Sindh and Pakistan.’ 
— Oskar Verkaaik, Assistant Professor, Research 

Center for Religion and Society, University of Amster-
dam, and author of A People of Migrants: Ethnicity, 

State, and Religion in Karachi 

Asma Faiz is Assistant Professor of Political Science at 
Lahore University of Management Sciences, Pakistan. She 
completed her PhD at Sciences Po, Paris and works on 
ethnicity, nationalism and party politics. She is the editor 
of Making Federation Work: Federalism in Pakistan After 
the 18th Amendment.
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