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RECOGNITION OF PRIOR LEARNING (RPL) FORM
MSc/PG Dip/PG Cert Clinical Research Delivery
 

The MSc/PG Dip/PG Cert in Clinical Research Delivery at King’s College London is designed to flexibly support students to achieve the Capabilities in Practice (CiPs) that are identified as part of the NIHR-AoMRC Clinician Researcher Credentials Framework.

[bookmark: FrameworkStages]Students undertake the MSc Clinical Research Delivery course at King’s College London in stages:
	Framework Stage:
	Credits completed:
	Duration of study:
	NiHR/AoMRC Capabilities in Practice (CiPs):

	Postgraduate Certificate (PG Cert) stage
	60 credits
	1 year
	Research Practice Experience 1 module allows students to meet the following capabilities:
1. CiP1: To develop an in-depth understanding of the clinical research ecosystem 
1. CiP2: To manage the steps involved in data collection within a networked clinical research study

	Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip) stage
	60 credits
	1 year
	Research Practice Experience 2 module allows students to meet the following capabilities:
1. CiP3: To identify and evaluate the key processes of research (including what steps must happen before a research study can begin) 
1. CiP4: To understand other stages within a networked clinical research study 

	Master of Science (MSc) stage
	60 credits
	1 year
	Master’s level outcomes, to include an academic dissertation on a clinical research delivery topic



At the PG Cert and PG Dip stages, students undertake a Research Practice Experience module. These modules will enable you to take part in clinical research in your area of interest, as part of existing research studies, whilst being supported under the supervision and mentorship of a senior researcher. You will need to nominate a Research Supervisor to undertake your studies with in practice and submit the completed Supervisor Nomination Form in the Application Portal. 



Courses aligned to the Credentials Framework
A small number of UK higher education courses are approved as being aligned to the Credentials Framework:

· King’s College London - Clinical Research Delivery MSc/PG Dip/PG Cert
· Newcastle University - Clinical Research Delivery PGCert
· University of Exeter - MSc Leading Clinical Research Delivery (Online), PG Certificate, PG Diploma
· University of Sheffield - Health and Clinical Research Delivery MSc, PG Diploma

Applicants who have completed or are currently studying one of the courses approved as being aligned to the Credentials Framework will have studied modules designed to allow students to meet the Capabilities in Practice as part of the NIHR-AoMRC Clinician Researcher Credentials Framework. Such applicants can easily transfer between the courses to develop and broaden their studies across HEIs. Applicants 

Advanced Standing and Recognition of Prior Learning:
Applicants who have not completed one of the above courses can also join the Clinical Research Delivery course at King’s College London providing they can demonstrate learning that is equivalent to the Capabilities in Practice required at the PG Cert or PG Dip stages of the Credentials Framework.
If you have experience in clinical research in your professional role(s), it is possible to join the course with Advanced Standing, at either the PG Dip or MSc stages. 
Applicants who wish to join the course with Advanced Standing must complete this form and submit it with their application. This is because you will need to seek exemption from an earlier stage(s) of the course. 
This form will allow you to provide a portfolio of evidence which demonstrates your prior learning in clinical research delivery, and your prior learning of the Capabilities in Practice as part of the NIHR-AoMRC Clinician Researcher Credentials Framework. 
King’s College London will review the evidence you provide below to assess your suitability to join the course with Advanced Standing, via a Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) process. 
If we accept your application to join the course with Advanced Standing, King’s will recognise your prior certified learning and/or prior experiential learning to award you the credits you would normally have obtained at the PG Cert or PG Dip stages of the Credentials Framework.
Please note that, whilst evidence of completed postgraduate qualifications or credits at another HEI, we do require applicants to provide evidence about their achievement of the Capabilities in Practice as part of the NIHR-AoMRC Clinician Researcher Credentials Framework. This is because the programme learning outcomes for the MSc/PG Dip/PG Cert in Clinical research Delivery are based around applicant’s achievements. In order to be able to provide you with exemption, we need to be assured that you possess learning that corresponds to what you would have learnt had you taken the course in full.



Application to join the Masters in Clinical Research Delivery course with Advanced Standing 
Please complete all sections. Please provide as much information as possible in the relevant sections of the form and submit this together with documentary evidence of the qualification(s) and/or prior experience in the Application Portal.

SECTION 1: Applicant information:
	Applicant name:

	

	Contact email address:
	

	Contact phone number:
	

	Course you have applied to:
	☐ PG Certificate in Clinical Research Delivery (60 credits)
☐ PG Diploma in Clinical Research Delivery (120 credits)
☐ MSc in Clinical Research Delivery (180 credits)

	Which stage(s) of the course are you seeking exemption from?
	☐ PG Certificate stage (60 credits) – modules:
· Research Practice Experience 1 (15 credits)
· Issues in the Conduct of Health Care Research (15 credits)
· Evidence & Research as the Basis of Care (30 credits)
☐ PG Diploma stage (60 credits) – modules:
· Research Practice Experience 2 (30 credits)
· Optional modules (30 credits), including one from the following:
· Health Economics (15 credits)
· Clinical leadership (15 credits)
· Social Research Methods for Public Health (15 credits)
· Introduction to Clinical Trials (15 credits)

	Current employer name:
	

	Current role title:

	

	Country and county where you are working currently:
	





	What is your profession?
	☐ Arts therapist
☐ Biomedical scientist
☐ Chiropodist
☐ Chiropractor
☐ Clinical Research Practitioner
☐ Clinical scientist
☐ Dental hygienist
☐ Dental nurse
☐ Dental technician
☐ Dentist
☐ Dietician
☐ Dispensing optician
☐ Doctor
☐ Hearing aid dispenser
☐ Midwife
☐ Nurse
☐ Nursing associate
☐ Occupational therapist
	☐ Operating department practitioner
☐ Optician
☐ Optometrist
☐ Orthoptist
☐ Orthotist
☐ Osteopath
☐ Paramedic
☐ Pharmacist
☐ Pharmacy technician
☐ Physiotherapist
☐ Podiatrist
☐ Practitioner psychologist
☐ Prosthetist
☐ Public Health Specialist
☐ Radiographer
☐ Speech and language therapist
☐ Other (please specify): ________________________

	What is your area of clinical speciality?
Please select one of the following:
	☐ Dedicated research staff working across multiple specialties 
☐ Anaesthesia, Perioperative Medicine and Pain Management
☐ Cancer
☐ Cardiovascular Disease
☐ Children and Young People
☐ Critical Care
☐ Dementias and Neurodegeneration
☐ Dermatology
☐ Diabetes
☐ Ear, Nose and Throat
☐ Gastroenterology
☐ Genomics and Rare Diseases
☐ Haematology
☐ Infection
	☐ Kidney and Urinary Tract Disorders 
☐ Liver
☐ Mental Health
☐ Metabolic and Endocrine Disorders
☐ Musculoskeletal Disorders
☐ Neurological Disorders
☐ Ophthalmology
☐ Oral and Dental Health
☐ Primary Care
☐ Public Health and Prevention
☐ Reproductive Health
☐ Respiratory Disorders
☐ Social Care
☐ Stroke
☐ Surgery
☐ Trauma and Emergency Care

	Which Professional Regulatory Body are you Registered with?
	☐ Academy for Healthcare Science
☐ General Chiropractic Council
☐ General Dental Council
☐ General Medical Council
☐ General Optical Council
☐ General Osteopathic Council
☐ General Pharmaceutical Council
☐ Health and Care Professions Council
☐ Nursing and Midwifery Council
☐ Pharmaceutical Society of Northern Ireland
☐ Other (please specify): ________________________

	Your Professional Identifier Number (PIN):
	

	Professional Accreditation(s) or Qualifications (if applicable):


	





SECTION 2: Your education:
	Qualification or credits awarded:
	Award Title:
	Grade awarded:
	Date awarded:

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Please ensure you submit copies of the above-listed certificates and/or transcripts, including for any qualifications you are currently studying but have not yet completed.
	Have you completed or are currently studying one of the following courses?
· University of Exeter - MSc Leading Clinical Research Delivery (Online), PG Certificate, PG Diploma
· University of Sheffield - Health and Clinical Research Delivery MSc, PG Diploma, PG Certificate
· Newcastle University - Clinical Research Delivery PG Certificate 
(Note: the PG Dip and Masters stages of the course at Newcastle University are not accredited against the NIHR-AoMRC Credentials Framework)

	☐ Yes, I have completed or am studying one of the above-listed qualifications.
☐ No, I have not completed or am studying one of the above-listed qualifications.

	Guidance:
--------------
If you answered YES to the above question (you have completed or are currently studying one of the above-listed courses), you are NOT required to complete SECTION 3. 
This is because the above-listed qualifications are specifically designed to allow students to meet the Capabilities in Practice under the NIHR-AoMRC Clinician Researcher Credentials Framework. 
Please mark the questions in SECTION 3. as ‘N/A’, and ensure you attach an interim transcript of marks you have obtained on your course to date with your application. 
Please note you will also be required to provide us with an transcript of marks prior to joining the course to confirm you have successfully completed all modules and have obtained an award.
--------------
If you answered NO to the above question (you have not completed or are not currently studying one of the above-listed courses), you may complete the remaining questions on this form to demonstrate your prior knowledge and experience. 
We will assess your prior certificated and/or experiential learning to determine if you meet the requirements to join the course with Advanced Standing.





SECTION 3: Your prior knowledge and experience:
	Please provide a statement
 to demonstrate your experience and explain your knowledge and understanding of the following:
a. Working with / in the infrastructure and regulatory frameworks that enable and support clinical research.
b. Management of clinical research projects including translation of projects into practice.
c. Data management, quality, integrity and analysis.
d. Using ethical principles to develop and guide research.
e. Team working with colleagues in clinical research and with patients / participants in research, including upholding stakeholder rights in a project.
f. Critical appraisal of research protocols / methodologies used to design, develop and deliver clinical research to include continuous project improvement.
g. Reflective / reflexive practice for self- and team-development.


	



Applicants to the Postgraduate Diploma and Masters stages of the Masters in Clinical Research Delivery course seeking exemption from the PG Certicate Stage of the course:
Applicants seeking to join the course with Advanced Standing must complete this section to seek exemption from the Postgraduate Certificate stage of the course. This is required if you are seeking entry to either the Postgraduate Diploma or Masters stages of the course.
Please provide statements below to demonstrate your practical experience of the Capabilities in Practice CiP1 and CiP2 as part of the NIHR-AoMRC Clinician Researcher Credentials Framework. Please ensure you provide specific examples of your use of the capabilities within your professional role(s). 
	CiP1: To develop an in-depth understanding of the clinical research ecosystem (PG Cert stage)
a. The importance, value, and diversity of clinical research in healthcare.  
b. The importance and value of networked clinical research. 
c. The culture and landscape of research.  
d. How does clinical research work?  
e. Who are the key personages in research (to include the roles and responsibilities of a sponsor, Chief, Principal and Sub- or Co- Investigator; Back up Physician; Blinded / Masked Physician or Assessor; the role of HRA / MHRA in approving studies, other regulatory agencies)? 
f. Key teams who may be external to the core research team but are critical to the delivery of clinical research.  
g. Research and Development departments (or their equivalent): how do they operate? How do they fit into the hospital structure?  
h. Research Networks (e.g. CRNs, research networks of major charities, professional body research networks or equivalent research networks): what can the network support? How do you navigate the system to secure the support you need?  
i. Public and patient engagement and involvement (PPIE) in research – how this influences the design and conduct of studies and prioritises research questions that need to be answered. 
j. Study feasibility.


	

	CiP2: To manage the steps involved in data collection within a networked clinical research study (PG Cert stage)
a. Checking it is appropriate for you to contribute to clinical research study.  
b. Site initiation and selection.
c. Recruitment strategy.
d. Sampling (people, activities, records, time periods, etc) for this networked clinical research study.
e. Screening participants for studies.  
f. Recruiting participants.  
g. Informed consent process, including receiving consent in studies that include participants that lack capacity and managing consent for online studies. 
h. Taking patients through pathways. 
i. Taking participants through the various study milestones.  
j. Trial Treatments, where applicable (to include preventative treatments, surgery, radiotherapy, and other interventions).  
k. Recording data and checking for accuracy.  
l. Research Specific Audits and monitoring. 
m. Safety reporting (initial and follow up). 
n. Closing a study, and the Principal Investigator’s role within that part of the process. 


	





Applicants to the Masters stage of the Masters in Clinical Research Delivery course seeking exemption from the PG Diploma Stage of the course:
Note: Applicants seeking to join the course with Advanced Standing must complete this section to seek exemption from the Postgraduate Diploma stage of the course. This is required if you are seeking entry to the final Masters stage of the course.
Please provide statements to demonstrate your practical experience of the Capabilities in Practice CiP3 and CiP4 as part of the NIHR-AoMRC Clinician Researcher Credentials Framework. 
Please ensure you provide specific examples of your use of the capabilities within your professional role(s). 
	CiP3: To identify and evaluate the key processes of research (including what steps must happen before a research study can begin) (PG Dip stage)
a. Defining and refining the research question. 
b. Designing a feasible study and using approaches aligned with answering the research question (including being able to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of different approaches for different types of research question and contexts). 
c. Costing a research study. 
d. Contracts.
e. Methods of data collection (both quantitative and qualitative). 
f. Data protection and GDPR considerations. 
g. Research ethics and the broader concept of research integrity. 
h. Obtaining peer review and all necessary permissions, at both the point of applying for funding and during the review process. 
i. Regulation. 
j. Securing funding. 
k. Evaluating whether research processes have been managed satisfactorily (in order to decide whether to join a research study).

	

	CiP4: To understand other stages within a networked clinical research study (PG Dip stage)
a. Pooling data from multiple sites.
b. Interpreting the data. 
c. Sharing the data.
d. Disseminating results to different audiences and keeping your participants linked in; this could include contributing to, for example, presentations and publications. 
e. Planning for follow-up and subsequent studies.

	





Evidence to support your application:
The following are examples of evidence you may wish to provide in support of your application to demonstrate relevant learning you have achieved, e.g.:
· Your up-to-date CV and job description for your current role (where relevant).
· A reference or supportive letter from each institution/employer where the experience took place.
· Module descriptions that provide confirmation of the learning outcomes of any accredited courses you may have studied.
· Study days / conferences attended, or presentations given. Please identify the learning you achieved from this experience and how you apply this to your practice.
· Reflections on practice that demonstrate how you have used the knowledge and skills you gained.
· Documentary evidence you have created which demonstrates a practical application or experience of clinical research, e.g. research guidelines, policies, or protocols you have written, recruiting materials used with participants, etc. If the document was created jointly with other colleagues, please indicate which parts of the application you created.
· Feedback from colleagues or patients.
 

SECTION 4: Declaration  
	 ☐ I confirm the information on this form is true and correct, and that I have attached the appropriate evidence with my application in the Application Portal.

	Name:
	

	Date:
	



By printing your name above you confirm all details provided on the form are correct. 
Please note that it is your responsibility to provide all the information requested. Any failure or delay in doing so may lead to your application not being considered, or a delay in its processing. 
Please attached the completed form with supporting evidence to your application in the Application Portal. 
If your application to be considered for Advanced Standing is successful, you will be awarded the credits for the relevant stage(s) of the course. These which will appear on your King’s College London student record in due course after you have fully enrolled on your programme of study. 
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