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This partnership between King’s College London and Nanjing
Vocational Health College is an excellent example of how institutions
like ours can jointly design and deliver education in the service of
society. We have seen the collaboration grow into an international
community of scholars and educators just as a next generation of
professionals is emerging. This is a partnership | feel very proud

of and I look forward to the next ten years!
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This partnership brings us together in the pursuit of excellence

in education, leadership and clinical practice. As the partnership

has evolved and strengthened over time, the intellectual and
practical growth among students and staff, as well as students’

high academic attainment, in Nanjing offers great hope for the
future of the profession. | am committed to the further growth of
this highly successful partnership and to forging new activities in

the pursuit of excellence in nursing education, research and practice.
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Over the past ten years, our partnership between King’s and NVHC has
grown through friendship, trust and a shared commitment to excellence
in nursing education. Together, we have created opportunities for
students and educators to learn from one another, building bridges
across cultures and enriching both our institutions. | am deeply proud
of the achievements we have made side by side, the growth of talented,
globally minded nurses and the spirit of collaboration that unites us.

As we look to the future, | am confident this partnership will continue

to inspire and contribute to better health for all.
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As we stand at this new historical starting point, we are committed
to deepening our collaboration, expanding its scope and innovating
our working mechanisms. This enhanced partnership will help
vocational education in our city and across China open wider to

the world and increase its global influence, as well as contributing
to cultivating high-quality nursing professionals who can meet

the needs of global healthcare development. We are pleased

to be working together to create a new chapter in the story

of international partnership in vocational education.
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Over the past decade, our close partnership has set a shining example
of UK-China partnership in vocational education, contributing effective
practical experience to global nursing education. As we look ahead, we
are excited to further deepen our partnership, focusing on joint talent
development, resource sharing, and cross-cultural practice, to better
respond to global health needs and explore new pathways for cultivating
world-ready nursing professionals. We are confident that, through

our shared commitment, this partnership will reach new heights and
make an even greater impact on enhancing global nursing care.
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Time has flown by, and the collaboration between NVHC and King’s
has quietly spanned a decade. From the initial curriculum development
to current student progression pathways abroad, overseas teaching
staff training and continuous professional development (CPD), we
have worked together to bridge geographical and cultural divides.

We have also established the Nanjing Nightingale Nursing School,

a robust UK-China partnership. We take great pride in this. Looking
ahead, we aim to make significant contributions to the advancement
of global health initiatives and enhancement of human wellbeing.
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Voices from the partnership {K{EZ =

Workstream 1: Continuing Professional Development in Nanjing
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Through 17 CPD modules, King’s has
worked with over 1,100 nurses and
midwives from Jiangsu Province,

sharing knowledge, experience, and a
commitment to excellent patient care.
This collaboration has strengthened
clinical practice and professional

growth across the region. Feedback
from participants reflects the lasting
difference this training has made, building
confidence, deepening compassion, and
inspiring more reflective, evidence-based
care that continues to benefit patients
and communities in Nanjing and beyond.
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“I had the privilege of delivering
the first CPD session for the current
Nanjing project in September 2023 -
a two-week programme focused on
Gerontological Nursing. Personally,
and professionally, it was a deeply
rewarding experience, strengthening
my understanding of global approaches
to ageing population and reinforcing
the value of international partnership
in advancing nursing education and
practice in Nanjing.”
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Tiago Horta Reis Da Silva,
CPD lead 2023

“The training enabled me to gain
more specialist knowledge about
chemotherapy and radiotherapy
nursing, while the case studies shared
during the training have improved
my ability to deal with emergencies.
This training provides me the
knowledge of radiotherapy nursing
and a better idea of multidisciplinary
teamwork and patient handling.”
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Quote from nurses attending CPD
delivery in Nanjing in March 2025
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Workstream 2: Staff Development
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Through a series of staff development
initiatives, King’s and NVHC have
strengthened teaching capacity,
professional confidence and cross-
cultural collaboration. The King’s
Foundation English Teachers’ Workshop
in Nanjing engaged over 100 teachers,
enhancing English language teaching
and communication skills across

NVHC and Jiangsu Province.
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The three-week bespoke education
programme in London enabled 96 NVHC
staff to gain aninsight into UK nursing
education and healthcare practice,
inspiring curriculum innovation on their
return. Finally, the four-week teacher
development programme supported
eight NVHC staff in deepening their
understanding of English language and
nursing education, fostering internationally
informed teaching and leadership.
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“Since 2019, English for Academic Purposes tutors
at King’s Foundations have travelled out to Nanjing
to deliver English language teaching workshops and
conduct peer observations at the college. Thisis a
fantastic opportunity for us as we are able to gain
a much better understanding of the educational
context our Chinese students are familiar with,
as well as new perspectives on the learning process.
It has been wonderful to see NVHC teachers growing
in confidence and developing their skills alongside
our own development.”
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Suzie Coates, Head of Pre-sessional and Short
Courses, King’s Foundations
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“l found the King’s Foundations
course to be of an exceptionally high
standard. Thanks to our teacher’s
dynamic approach, every session
was engaging. The English teaching
strategies were not only practical
but also readily transferable,
providing me with valuable tools
for my own teaching context.”

EEHAHRENSEKESRKINKRR
Zlo FaTHINFEHETNHEFETE,
B—2iIREE|I AN, RERLFER
REHFREALAMNRE, ERAES
EHEBE, ARMBFIERREMLT
ERSE,

Ruxue Yang, NVHC English teacher
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Workstream 3: King'’s 1-year BSc (Hons) Nursing Studies
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37 NVHC students have successfully
completed the King’s programme,
marking a significant milestone in
developing globally minded nursing
professionals. Earning a King’s degree
has expanded their academic and

career horizons, equipping them with

the confidence, skills and international
perspective to excel in diverse healthcare

settings. Many now serve as role models
and mentors within NVHC, inspiring
current students to pursue excellence
and demonstrating the lasting impact of
this collaboration on individual careers
and the wider nursing community.
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“My experience at King's and the journey leading
up to it has been indescribable and immensely
rewarding. Not only have | improved my English
and gained advanced nursing knowledge, but
I've also developed crucial independence and
critical thinking skills that | know will serve me
well throughout my life.”

Wenxi Yu, student
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“I'm continually inspired by students from
NVHC. Having just qualified to become
registered nurses in China through rigorous
study and practice, they choose to cross
cultures, embrace an intensive year on a full-
time rewarding programme and stretch their
horizons. Their curiosity, compassion, and
resilience elevate our community and forge

bridges between China and the UK, living King’s
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“My life has changed. | am currently exploring
career opportunities in the UK, as | believe that
the professional development opportunities
available here will enable me to achieve my
full potentia

purpose of making the world a better place.”
Luis Teixeira, programme lead for BSc
Nursing Studies
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Yimeng Victoria Wang, student

“RERFEDBRLETROANENT, BRI

EAEZRERRT KRRV R RIS, HBE, XER
TR K= E S EELL R R IERAE L, SSTLEIER)
BB, ”

IHBRE, F&E

6 | King’s College London and Nanjing Vocational Health College: A Decade of Friendship



Workstream 4: King's 12 modules and teaching observations in Nanjing
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Over the past decade, King's has provided
NVHC with 12 new nursing modules, which
have now become part of the NVHC curriculum.
In Project 2, six King's staff members observed
six modules at NVHC.
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Enhanced Curriculum and Educational Quality:
Integrating 12 new modules developed based
on international best practices ensures that
NVHC's curriculum is more comprehensive
and aligned with international standards.
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Increased Teacher and Student Confidence:

A major leap from receiving materials to actively
delivering them in English. It improves language
proficiency and overall professional confidence,
making the college more globally competent.
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Improved Student Outcomes: Students are
being taught partially in English. This enhances
their technical nursing vocabulary, access

to global research and preparedness for
international careers or further study.
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Workstream 5: Workshops for development of international

standards and governance
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King’s delivered over 10 workshops providing NVHC
with consulting support in teacher development,
online course design, and programme design.
These workshops offered NVHC staff target training
in key areas of higher education, helping to shape

a clear strategic roadmap.

King's recommendations guided NVHC
in outlining a structured plan for growth
and continuous improvement.

Students benefit through enhanced teaching
quality and more thoughtfully designed courses,
resulting in a more engaging and effective learning
experience. The workshops and subsequent
recommendations reflect a productive partnership
between King's and NVHC, establishing a solid
foundation for continued collaboration.
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“The teaching observation was very relaxed,
which enabled me to present a natural learning
environment. | am grateful for this opportunity
and look forward to continuing this work.”
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Behind the scenes: King’s colleagues’

contribution to the partnership
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“Working on this collaboration has
been one of the highlights of my career.
Over the past ten years, I've learned so
much from my colleagues at King’s and
my friends in Nanjing. Together, we've
built a partnership and a way of working
that we both understand and trust.

It's been an incredibly rich experience
to work alongside so many inspirational
individuals. Watching the collaboration
grow and evolve —and seeing the
increasing number of students who
have earned undergraduate and
postgraduate qualifications at King’s —
has been truly rewarding.

| feel privileged to have had this
opportunity to work with NVHC and
to witness firsthand the impact of
what we've achieved together.”

Natalie Hollows, Senior International
Partnerships Manager
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“My journey with this partnership, which
beganin 2022, has been immensely
rewarding and enriching. It has been a
privilege to play a key role in this dynamic
collaboration, supporting each delivery
and helping to foster a vibrant exchange
of ideas and culture. From facilitating
memorable visits between Nanjing

and London to supporting the growing
number of students in our BSc and
master's programmes, every milestone
has been a source of great pride.

As we celebrate our achievements,

| am filled with confidence that King's
and NVHC will scale even greater
heights, building upon the solid
foundation of our current success

for a promising third collaboration.”

Ziyang Huo, International Partnerships
Manager
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Photo below:
King'’s first post-
Covid visit to
NVHC 2023
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“Having joined this role and collaboration
last year, it has been a privilege to witness
the continued growth and success that
stem from this decade of friendship
between King’s and NVHC. From planning
teacher development programmes

in London to supporting colleagues
travelling to Nanjing to deliver workshops,
it has been rewarding to contribute

to such a meaningful partnership.

Although my involvement has

been relatively recent, | have

greatly appreciated the support

and collaboration of colleagues from
both institutions. It is inspiring to see
how this collaboration continues to
strengthen connections, promote
mutual learning and build on ten years
of shared achievement and friendship.”

Louna Aissi, Senior International
Partnerships Officer
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Project 3
Discussion with
Education Bureau
and NVHC 2025
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Continuing our work and looking ahead —
Mary Crawford and Irene Zeller
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In September 2025, Mary Crawford,
who has been the academic lead for the
Nanjing project for the past nine years,
retired. Mary says, “The Nanjing project
has been an interesting development:

| have found out much more about
international work, specifically about
China, and seeing the progress that
NVHC has made has been rewarding. My
visits to Nanjing have been memorable
in so many ways — International Nurses’
Day is celebrated so much more there.

Seeing the first six BSc Nanjing graduates

when they returned to London for their
graduation ceremony was quite special.”

“We are proud to celebrate the enduring
success of our partnership with NVHC.
Over the years, this collaboration has
strengthened academic exchange,
advanced research and fostered deep
cultural understanding between our
institutions and communities. Together,
we have built a foundation of trust and
innovation, creating opportunities for
students and scholars to learn, grow
and make a global impact.

As we look to the future, we are excited

to enter a new phase of this partnership:

one that embraces fresh ideas, deepens
our collaboration and supports the next
generation of leaders and thinkers.
Aligned with King’s Strategic Vision
2029, this partnership will continue

to champion excellence in global
education and research.”

Irene Zeller, Academic Lead
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Mr Pan Dongbiao ERREE

Vice Director of Nanjing Education Bureau (until 2024) BEERTHEREIFBK (E20244%F)
Mr Tian Jiaying AXREERE

Vice Director of Nanjing Education Bureau (from 2024) EERTHEREIFK (H2024%F)
Mr Huang Ziliang HFEAE

Director of Vocational and Social Education in Nanjing
Education Burau
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Professor Zhang Ningxin 3&?%&%&% o
Principal of Nanjing Vocational Health College BARIESFRUHARZREK
Dr Yin Gang FREL

Vice Principal, Admission and Employment, Training and
International Communications, Nanjing Collaboration Lead,
Nanjing Vocational Health College
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Ms Yu Wen
Nanjing Collaboration Coordinator
Nanjing Vocational Health College
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And all Contributors from Nanjing Government, Nanjing Education
Bureau and Nanjing Vocational Health College school, Education

Bureau, and local government.
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Mrs Irene Zeller
Academic Lead, Florence Nightingale Faculty of Nursing,
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Senior International Partnerships Manager, Florence Nightingale
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Mr Ziyang Huo
International Partnerships Manager, Florence Nightingale
Faculty of Nursing, Midwifery & Palliative Care
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Ms Louna Aissi
International Partnerships Officer, Florence Nightingale
Faculty of Nursing, Midwifery & Palliative Care
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Dr Julia Philippou
Interim Vice Dean (International), Florence Nightingale
Faculty of Nursing, Midwifery & Palliative Care
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Professor ’Funmi Olonisakin
Vice President (International, Engagement and Service)
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Professor Richard Harding
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Interim Executive Dean REHITHRK
Florence Nightingale Faculty of Nursing, hGRHTE T RRIPE, BFE5EMEST
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And all King'’s colleagues who provided educational support
and other contributors.
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