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King’s Great Debates 
The Climate Emergency: Do We Need a 
Whole New Political Economy? 

“What makes a Great Debate? ~ It addresses a challenge our politics has 
failed to deal with ~ Despite all our knowledge, there is a lack of consensus 
on how to take action ~ It is conducted by Great Debaters.” 

Collective thoughts of the School of Politics and Economics, meeting on 12 November 2020 

 

For our first Great Debate of 2021, we face up to the Climate Emergency, exploring 
the different dimensions of the debate from the perspective of political economy 
dealing with ethics, technology, the role of the citizen.  

 
What are the key options we face? How radical do we need to be – are wholesale 
economic changes needed, or does the existing system offer adequate economic 
and technological fixes? Do we need, in short, a whole new political economy? 
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How can we split the costs of tackling the problems fairly across generations, 
nations, regions, demographics? What scope is there for citizen participation and 
democratic innovation in deciding this?  
 
How should governments manage the necessary policies, and what lessons can we 
learn from governance during the Covid crisis? Finally, in a polarised society 
increasingly susceptible to conspiracy theories, how can governments 
communicate what they’re doing to mitigate the crisis looming before us? 
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What are the Great Debates? 

The School of Politics and Economics presents a series to discuss 
society’s most pressing questions, in the company of experts from 
academia and beyond. We are breaking out of the panel format. We 
want to hear from students, academics, experts, campaigners and 
professionals and we hope to publish the debate’s conclusions. 

Follow us to hear about more Great Debates in the future. 


