
 
 

Programme  
 

Veminism Symposium 

   
Saturday 13th September, 10am-6:30pm  

Science Gallery Theatre  
Great Maze Pond London SE1 9GU 

 
  
10:00 -10:45am Veminism!  
Jelke Boesten, Cathy McIlwaine, Phoebe Martin, Rachel Kerr, Suzanne Hall 
 
10:45 -11:45am Imaging Resistance 
Cathy McIlwaine and Migrants in Action 
  
11:45 -12:00pm Break   
 
12:00 – 12:20 Keynote 
Women of the World’s Colette Bailey (CEO WOW)  
  
12:20-1:00pm Imaging Joy 
Shelby Bootle and Hey, Sis.  
 
1:00 – 1:45pm Lunch   
 
1:45 – 2:45pm Arts Cabinet 
 Svetlana Sequeira Costa, Wilma Woolf, and Balindile  
 
2:45 – 3:00pm Break  
 
3:00 – 3:45pm Imaging Policy 
Suzanne Hall, Louise Wallwein, Jane Thakoordin and Ross Pow 
 
3:45 – 4:45pm Imaging Pain  
 Tiffany Fairey, Choman Hardi and Rachel Kerr 
  
4:45-5:00pm: Closure and feedback  
 
5:00– 6:30pm Reception`  
  



VEM Team 
Jelke Boesten  

Jelke is Professor in Gender and Development at the School of Global Affairs, King’s 
College London. She has written extensively on sexual violence in war and in peace, 
social policy and politics, and gender-based violence. Her latest books are: (with Helen 
Scanlon, UCT) Gender and Memorial Arts: from Symbolic Reparations to Protest 
Movement (2021); Women Resisting Violence (2022, with WRV Collective) and, with 
Lurgio Gavilán, Perros y promos, memoria, violencia, y afecto en el Perú posconflicto 
(2023).  

She is the convenor of the Gender Studies Network at King’s, and co-lead on the Visual 
and Embodied Methodologies Network, with whom she is leads the ESRC funded 
project on VEM and intersectional gender based violence.  

 

Rachel Kerr  

Rachel is Professor of War and Society in the Department of War Studies at King’s 
College London. Rachel’s research focuses on transitional and post-conflict justice 
and memory and international law and war. She co-convenes the War Crimes Research 
Group and the SSPP Visual and Embodied Methodologies Network. 

She also recently led a programme of research investigating creative and arts-based 
approaches to peacebuilding and reconciliation: Art and Reconciliation: Conflict, 
Culture and Community.  

 

Cathy McIlwaine  

Cathy is Professor of Geography in Department of Geography in the Faculty of Social 
Science and Public Policy, King’s College London. She has published widely on gender, 
violence and migration in cities of the global South, currently in Brazil, and with Latin 
American migrants in London. Her recent books include Gendered urban violence 
among Brazilians: painful truths from Rio de Janeiro and London (2024 with Yara Evans, 
Paul Heritage, Miriam Krenzinger, Moniza Rizzini Ansari and Eliana Sousa Silva) and 
Women Resisting Violence (2022 with WRC Collective).  

Cathy has also worked with several international organisations as well as with human 
rights and migrant organisations in Rio de Janeiro (Redes da Maré) and in London 
(People’s Palace Projects, Latin American Women’s Rights Service, Latin Elephant, 
Latin America Bureau, and Migrants in Action). She is co-convenor of the Visual and 
Embodied Methodologies network at King’s and works with a range of artists and 
artistic organisations engaging with creative approaches to research.  

  

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/gender-studies-at-kings
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/visual-embodied-methodologies-network
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/visual-embodied-methodologies-network
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.kcl.ac.uk%2Fwarcrimes%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cdanielle.macdivitt%40kcl.ac.uk%7Ceb29e818e5484cf1939508d8355ac4f4%7C8370cf1416f34c16b83c724071654356%7C0&sdata=yZqgUj7ue02A0Ztdl0FTxY7I5pMOr9kWbPtNi6JrQHo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fblogs.kcl.ac.uk%2Fwarcrimes%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cdanielle.macdivitt%40kcl.ac.uk%7Ceb29e818e5484cf1939508d8355ac4f4%7C8370cf1416f34c16b83c724071654356%7C0&sdata=yZqgUj7ue02A0Ztdl0FTxY7I5pMOr9kWbPtNi6JrQHo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kcl.ac.uk%2Fresearch%2Fvisual-embodied-methodologies&data=01%7C01%7Cdanielle.macdivitt%40kcl.ac.uk%7Ceb29e818e5484cf1939508d8355ac4f4%7C8370cf1416f34c16b83c724071654356%7C0&sdata=TcHgejFrSIkw0oP7Cqv5n94pzaFVypv2ZN9JBpNuoUQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartreconciliation.org%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cdanielle.macdivitt%40kcl.ac.uk%7Ceb29e818e5484cf1939508d8355ac4f4%7C8370cf1416f34c16b83c724071654356%7C0&sdata=c9GWldtE%2BjH%2BikyFO2HUNf%2FxtH9HPcH%2B1%2Bl3rXnBrJ0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartreconciliation.org%2F&data=01%7C01%7Cdanielle.macdivitt%40kcl.ac.uk%7Ceb29e818e5484cf1939508d8355ac4f4%7C8370cf1416f34c16b83c724071654356%7C0&sdata=c9GWldtE%2BjH%2BikyFO2HUNf%2FxtH9HPcH%2B1%2Bl3rXnBrJ0%3D&reserved=0


VEM Team 
Suzanne Hall  

Suzanne is Director of Engagement at The Policy Institute, King’s College London, 
where she is responsible for embedding qualitative, deliberative and arts-based 
methods in its work, and developing new, innovative approaches to putting citizens at 
the centre of policy making. Her research spans some of the most complex social 
challenges we face including the climate crisis, economic inequalities, political 
polarisation and gendered violence. 

Before joining King’s College London, she led the qualitative research team at Ipsos 
MORI U.K., from 2013 to 2019. In that role she was responsible for skills development, 
growing the business and embedding new and innovative approaches to solving policy 
problems with a focus on deliberative, participatory, ethnographic and digital 
methodologies. Here, she worked for national and international clients across a range 
of policy areas including trust in government, work and welfare, ageing and inequality. 

 

Tiffany Fairey  

Tiffany is a Senior Research Fellow in the Department of War Studies at King’s College 
London.  Her research concentrates on arts-based peacebuilding with a focus on visual 
peace research.  She leads Imaging Peace, a multi-country study of localised peace 
photography, as well as being a researcher on Art and Reconciliation and a Research 
Associate at Everyday Peace Indicators. Co-founder of the award-winning charity 
PhotoVoice she has 20+ years’ experience as a participatory visual methods and 
photovoice specialist, pioneering ethical practice and visual methods research design. 
She has been published widely in academic journals such as Peacebuilding, Visual 
Studies and International Journal for Transitional Justice and her books include Peace 
Photography: A Guide (2025) and the forthcoming Imaging Peace (Edinburgh University 
Press 2025).  

Phoebe Martin  

Phoebe is Postdoctoral Research Associate at King’s College London working the 
project ‘Visual and Embodied Methodologies for Addressing Gender Based Violence’. 
Her research looks at the intersections of art and feminist activism. She examines how 
feminist activists in Peru use creative interventions around gender violence and 
reproductive justice. These actions, including art, performance, and audiovisual media 
create new spaces for social and cultural change in difficult political contexts. Her work 
appears in Bulletin of Latin American Research and Signs and she is co-editor of 
Decolonising Andean Identities: Andinxs, activism and social change (UCL Press).  

  

https://www.kcl.ac.uk/research/imaging-peace
https://artreconciliation.org/


Imaging Resistance 
Migrants in Action (MinA) 

Migrants in Action are an organisation dedicated to creating a platform where migrant 
women from the Global Majority in the UK can share their narratives through diverse art 
forms. Through participatory arts approaches in research and engagement, they create 
a dynamic platform for collaborative projects where women are active co-creators, 
having their voices and experiences as the bedrock in their artistic endeavours. 

They use participatory arts as a tool for dialogue, empowerment, production of 
knowledge and data. Our projects aim to contribute to a deeper understanding of the 
challenges faced by migrant women and to ignite conversations that can lead to real, 
positive societal changes. 

 

 

Keynote: Women of the World (WOW) 
Colette Bailey 

Colette is Executive Director of The Women Of the World (WOW) Foundation, working 
to build and sustain a global movement that believes a gender equal world is possible 
and desirable through festivals and the empowerment of women, girls and non-binary 
people. 

Colette’s background as a creative producer with an established history and over 20 
years experience has focussed toward purpose-driven, creative arts programmes that 
are underpinned by social change and community participation. 
Colette has experience in charity management and was previously the first Managing 
Director, Artistic Director and CEO of Metal, bringing extensive experience of working in 
large scale public areas, exhibitions, participatory design and education projects to all 
three Metal sites in Southend-on-Sea, Liverpool and Peterborough. 

The WOW Foundation works in partnership with amazing women and organisations to 
create WOW festivals across the world ensuring content is created by the local 
community for the local community. In the past decade, the WOW movement has 
grown from its London beginnings to find homes everywhere from Beijing and 
Kathmandu to Baltimore and Brisbane. To date, there have been more than 100 
festivals and events across six continents, reaching more than five million people from 
thousands of women in favelas at WOW Rio to Territory women at WOW Katherine. 

 

 
 



Imaging Joy 
Hey, Sis. 

Hey, Sis. is a platform where Gen Z women and girls from the global majority can 
connect, create, and thrive free from societal limitations. They build digital and in-
person spaces that centre joy, liberation, and expression, using sisterhood and 
creativity as our tools. Whether through events, workshops, or resources, Hey, Sis. are 
interested in how community becomes a catalyst for growth, not just individually, but 
collectively. 

Founded in 2019 by Shelby Bootle, Hey, Sis. has always focused on creating third 
spaces where young women can explore themselves beyond expectations or 
performance. Rooted in storytelling, art, and truth-telling, they’ve spent the last few 
years building a platform where expression is not just welcomed, but necessary. 

As the 2025 Just Futures Residents, Hey, Sis. have been developing a research-led, 
community-rooted project that explores the theme of joy and sisterhood through visual 
and embodied methods. The Just Futures residency is a programme based at the 
Science Gallery is a space for young and emerging creatives to explore and experiment 
with ideas for what just futures could look like. In 2025, the Science Gallery partnered 
with the Visual and Embodied Methodologies Network to delve into this year’s theme: 
Joy as Resistance. 

 

  



Arts Cabinet 

Svetlana Sequeira Costa  

Svetlana is the founding director of Arts Cabinet, a research-led arts organisation based 
in London and working globally.  Svetlana is a curator, researcher, and organiser with 
experience of working internationally in the arts and culture, with private foundations, 
public institutions, artists and high net worth individuals.  

Her current work focuses on setting up collaborations between artists and 
researchers, to produce innovative work that broadens people’s imagination and 
understanding of complex issues. Involving Higher Education institutions in the UK, 
Australia, Europe, and the US, with established Western artists and artists from Global 
South often from difficult territories such as Iran, North Africa and Latin America, the 
outcomes of these projects are disseminated through publications, events and learning 
labs.  

Svetlana is also a partner with the Visual and Embodied Methods Network at King’s 
College London, Research Associate at the University of Agder (Norway) Fine Art 
Department, and a doctoral researcher at The Slade/UCL.  

 

Balindile (she/her)  

Balindile is a South African performer, dramaturg, filmmaker, writer and scholar. She is 
currently a PhD candidate at the Ruhr University in Bochum, Germany, where she 
thinks and makes work around the intersections of colonial exhibition, apartheid 
violence and postapartheid Violence Against Women. Her work specifically reimagines 
postcolonial representations and mythologisations of (the) Black African female body 
as a site and repository for violence and its memory in the afterlife of Sarah Baartman.  

Balindile has a background in Practice-as-Research, holding a Master’s degree in 
Theatre and Performance from the University of Cape Town, as well as a Bachelor’s 
degree from the South African School of Motion Picture Medium and Live Performance 
(AFDA). Her artistic practice therefore brings together live performance and the film 
medium, and employs voice, sound and language(ing) to explore and publish her 
research questions.  

In 2023, Balindile published an article for the South African Theatre Journal on the 
effects of performing trauma on Black-women actors in postapartheid South Africa. 

  



Arts Cabinet 

Wilma Woolf  

Artist Wilma Woolf's core concern is the extrapolation of political injustices told 
through data, collected testimonials and the communication of this through artistic 
means. Her work focuses heavily on women’s rights, using visual language and 
materials to convey lived experiences. She has exhibited her work at The Tate Modern, 
V&A and at Richard Saltoun Gallery in Mayfair with a solo exhibition centred around her 
installation, Domestic. 

In 2022 Woolf was invited to the Houses of Parliament to display her work Domestic, 
which was then discussed by MP Rosie Duffield in a House of Commons debate.  She 
has been interviewed by Art Newspaper and displayed her work "I Collected You 
Carefully" at the Richard Saltoun Gallery alongside an artist talk chaired by Hettie 
Judah, art critic and guardian journalist. Her latest exhibition was at the V&A as part of 
the 'Feminist Futures' exhibition.   

  

https://www.richardsaltoun.com/artists/341-wilma-woolf/biography/
https://www.richardsaltoun.com/exhibitions/92-wilma-woolf-domestic/
https://www.wilmaworks.com/copy-of-domestic
https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2022/11/23/do-uk-museums-ignore-violence-against-women
https://www.richardsaltoun.com/events/185/
https://www.richardsaltoun.com/events/185/
https://www.vam.ac.uk/event/vJdykk60bjv/friday-late-april


Imaging Policy 
Jane Thakoordin  

Jane is a participatory artist, meaning collaboration is at the heart of everything she 
creates. Her work is never solitary - it’s shaped by the voices, hands, and imaginations 
of others. Inspired by the bright, bold, and beautiful, Jane’s practice is deeply rooted in 
her Guyanese heritage, where colour and texture are celebrated as powerful tools of 
expression and connection. 

Jane works with textiles, found objects, and upcycled materials—often gifted by those 
who know her love for the eclectic and the vibrant. These elements carry stories, 
histories, and personal meaning, which she weaves into collective creations that reflect 
shared experiences. 

 

Louise Wallwein   

Louise Wallwein is renowned and award-winning poet, playwright and performer from 
Manchester. She has made a name for herself as an explosive artist that detonates her 
audiences’ imaginations.  

Louise has collaborated with many communities, artists, universities, Housing 
Associations, libraries, and councils to make poetry, films and theatre with young 
people around the UK. 

 

Ross Pow 

 
Ross is Director of Power by Numbers, which focusses on helping teams, researchers 
and policy analysts turn insights from data into action, through talks, analysis, teaching & 
policy lab sessions. 
 
Power by Numbers work with a wide range of clients in commerce, technology, education 
and research. In recent years they’ve developed a specialism in helping NHS organisations 
maximise the impact of the information they have. At national level, we’ve supported the 
leadership of the Future-Focused Finance initiative, which sets out a vision for NHS finance 
over the next five years and includes a range of Action Areas that are generating specific 
tools and techniques for NHS finance to use in helping deliver best possible value for 
patients. 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.powerofnumbers.co.uk/


Imaging Pain 
Choman Hardi 

Choman Hardi is an educator, poet, and scholar whose work is informed by an 
intersectional approach to inequality. She is renowned for her pioneering work on 
issues of gender and education.  

Choman returned home after twenty-six years of displacement, to teach English and 
initiate gender studies at the American University of Iraq-Sulaimani (AUIS). Choman is a 
Co-Director of the GCRF Gender, Justice and Security Hub, on which she is researching 
the role of institutions and practices on the construction of masculinity. She is the 
author of critically acclaimed books in the fields of poetry, academia, and translation.  

In 2011, her Leverhulme Trust funded post-doctoral research, Gendered Experiences of 
Genocide (Routledge) was named a UK Core Title by the Yankee Book Peddler. Since 
2010, poems from her first English collection, Life for Us (Bloodaxe, 2004) are studied 
by secondary school students as part of their English curriculum in the UK.  

Her second collection, Considering the Women (Bloodaxe, 2015), was given a 
Recommendation by the Poetry Book Society and shortlisted for the Forward Prize for 
Best Collection. 


