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Institutions, Trade & Economic Growth

Key Information

Module code: 47SS0076

Module Title: Institutions, Trade & Economic Growth

Mode of delivery: Face-to-face on campus

Module workload: 45 contact teaching hours + 105 Independent study hours.
Credit Level: Equivalent to 15 King’s credits, 7.5 ECTS, 4 US Credits.
Level: Level 4, First year Undergraduate

Pre-requisites: Standard entry requirements here

Assessment Pattern:  In-class final examination (70%)

In-class seminar problem set (30%)

Module Overview

This course examines how political, economic, and social institutions shape economic growth and
development. Students will explore the definition and types of institutions, including formal laws and
informal norms. The course covers historical impacts on contemporary economies, geographical and
historical roots of growth-relevant institutions, theoretical frameworks by scholars like Douglass North,
Jared Diamond and Daron Acemoglu and empirical evidence linking institutional quality to economic
performance. Case studies of various countries will illustrate the diverse effects of institutions. Additionally,
students will discuss policy implications and potential reforms to enhance growth. The module includes
lectures, readings, discussions, and case studies to provide a comprehensive understanding of the role of
institutions in economic development.

Educational Aims
By the end of the module, you should:

e Understand the fundamental role of political, economic, and social institutions in shaping economic
growth and development.

e Analyse theoretical frameworks and empirical evidence linking institutional quality to economic
performance across different countries and regions.
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e Develop critical thinking skills through case studies and discussions on policy implications and
potential reforms to enhance institutional quality and promote sustainable economic growth.

Teaching Methods

Students will learn through interactive lectures, seminars, and tutorials. They will participate in case
studies, workshops, and group presentations. There will also be off-campus visits.
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