
 

Global Research Grant 
Application Guidance 
The below tips have been written by Dr Nigel Eady, Director of Research Talent for the Centre for 

Doctoral Studies & Centre for Research Staff Development at KCL. The advice is useful for all types 

of funding applications, including the Global Research Grant.  

Check the remit of the scheme. Are you sure your application fits the remit? Have you read all the criteria 

and eligibility info? It’s always worth contacting the person running the scheme just to make sure. It’s their job 

to administer the scheme effectively so they should be more than happy to chat. They want to receive lots of high 

quality applications so it’s in their interest to help you. You may find that your understanding of the remit isn’t 

quite right and then you’ve saved yourself all the time and energy of writing a bid that’s never going to be funded. 

Obey the word limit. A word limit is there for a reason! Don’t go over it. You may find that your beautiful 

flowing text gets cut off in its prime and then your application will make no sense. The reviewers probably have 

a lot of applications to read and the word limits are a clear guide as to how much info they want. Applications 

that are too short will fail as the reviewers want to be sure you can deliver what you say you will, and a lack of 

detail will sow a seed of doubt. Applications that are too long may also get binned, or at least receive a low score, 

as you’ll immediately get on the wrong side of the reviewers. 

Build a team. Few activities are done best by one person completely on their own. This is especially true of 

high quality research (in most fields), but also true for most other areas you might need funding for. If an 

application gives space for additional team members, they’re probably expecting at least one. So make your bid 

stronger by bringing an advisor on board, someone with significant expertise or experience, or someone who 

brings a perspective or a skill that you don’t have. It’s also a great chance to grow your network. 

Provide budget details. Some applications look great, until you get to the budget! So much could be said, but 

at the very least, make sure the numbers add up, the information is easy to understand, and if the max amount 

is £1000, don’t just put ‘Catering and materials - £1000’! I would always err on the side of a little too much detail. 

The budget is a great chance to remind the reviewers that you know what you’re doing and will deliver efficiently 

and effectively. If the catering and materials really are £1000, then show a breakdown, e.g. Design and printing 

- £350 (one day design fee - £300, A4 printing – 50 copies x £1); Catering, 2 course lunch – £650 (£13 per head 

x 50 people). You then show you’ve got a clear plan, you’re not plucking the numbers out of nowhere and you’re 

not just asking for the full amount being offered. 

Proof read your application. This should be the easiest bit. Re-read your application at least a couple of 

times before you submit it. Make sure it makes sense. With spell check/grammar software you’ve not really got 

an excuse, and if English isn’t your first language then ask a friend to proofread it for you. Buy them a coffee and 

a piece of cake if you need to sweeten the deal! Don’t give a busy reviewer, who’s got a great stack of applications 

to read, any excuse to mark you down. If your first paragraph makes no sense, or is just hard to read, you’re 

really not helping yourself, and you’ll certainly annoy the reviewer. 
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