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Module Selection at King's College London  
A Guide for Incoming Study Abroad Students 

 
This guide serves to help Study Abroad students at King’s College London – students who 

come to King’s for one semester or one full academic year – understand their module options 

and choose modules effectively.  

 

The Study Abroad Team at King’s knows that the module selection process can be a little 

daunting and even stressful at times, especially if you’re not used to doing it manually. But 

this guide will help you choose from the many options available.  

 

As a reminder, Study Abroad students can only take modules from the study abroad online 

module catalogues: 

o Undergraduate students can only take undergraduate study abroad modules. 

o Postgraduates can only take postgraduate study abroad modules. 

o Bioscience modules (biology related modules) are listed on the Virtual Campus.  

 

Not all modules at King's College London can be taken by Study Abroad students, so please 

only request those you find in the study abroad catalogues. 

 

Please note the minimum academic requirements for our modules: 

o To take a Level 5 module, you need to have taken at least 3 or more modules in that 

field previously. 

o To take a Level 6, you need at least 6 or more modules in that field previously. 

o Level 7 modules are postgraduate modules. These are not available to undergraduate 

students. 

 

Click on the hyperlinks below to click within the document, find your best module options, 

and learn about your options at King’s. 

 

King’s Dictionary – an explanation of some King’s-specific and UK-specific vocabulary 

around module selection 

 

Are you a… 
 

Liberal Arts student? Or a student looking for a ‘General Education’ credit? 

 

Business Student? 

 

International Relations or a related major? 

 

Pre-law student? 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/abroad/at-kings/modules.aspx
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/prospectus/shortcoursesstudyabroad/modulecatalogue/name/studyabroadundergraduate/keyword/study-abroadcolon-come-to-king's.
https://www.kcl.ac.uk/prospectus/shortcoursesstudyabroad/modulecatalogue/name/studyabroadpostgrad/keyword/study-abroadcolon-come-to-king's
https://virtualcampus.kcl.ac.uk/vc/bms/miss/sa.aspx
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Pre-med student? 

 

Do you want to study… 
 

Global Health and Social Medicine? 

 

Digital Humanities? 

 

Science? 

 

Music? 

 

Foreign Languages? 

 

Law? 

 

If the modules you selected are full… 

 
Digital Humanities 

 

English 

 

European & International Studies 

 

Political Economy 

 

History 

 

War Studies 

 

Further Resources 

 
More questions? Here’s who to contact. 
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King’s Dictionary 
 

Informatics  

The study of computer-based information systems including programming, databases,  

software engineering and logic. In many universities, these topics would be referred 

to as ‘Computer Science.’ 

 

KEATS (Kings E-learning And Teaching Service) 

 An online platform for your modules – readings, assignments, etc. will be posted  

 there. (It’s a bit like Blackboard.)  

 

Management 

Business. These can include: Accounting, Finance, Marketing, Management,  

Economics, etc. 

 

Module  

A single course of study with associated classes, coursework, and assessments.  

Undergraduate students generally will take four modules per semester at King’s.  

Postgraduate Taught students will generally take three modules per semester. 

 

Modules are broken down into lectures and seminars/tutorials/practicals. Generally,  

a module will have one lecture and several smaller seminar sections. 

Seminars/tutorials/practicals are discussion based and will have approximately 10 –  

20 students per section. 

 

You will only be enrolled in one seminar section. Please note that you cannot choose 

what section you are enrolled in; this allocation is made by timetabling directly. 

 

Module Code: 

This code proceeds the module name in the module catalogue/timetable website. This 

code indicates the level of the module (4, 5, 6, or 7), the department/school it is in, 

and the individual number of that module. For example: 5SSMN123 is a Level 5 

module in the School of Management and Business.  

 

Please provide module codes on all MRF/MAFs and any email to our office about 

syllabi, timetables, etc.  

 

Module Convenors: 

 The academic who coordinates, oversees, and helps teach a module. A module may  

be taught by multiple academics, but there is generally only one module convenor. 

 

 

 

https://login-keats.kcl.ac.uk/
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Module Level:  

 All modules at King’s are either Levels 4, 5, 6 or 7. 

  Level 4: first-year undergraduate (requires no experience) 

  Level 5: second-year undergraduate (requires at least 3 modules taken in that  

subject previously) 

  Level 6: third-year undergraduate (requires at least 6 modules taken in that  

subject previously) 

  Level 7: postgraduate modules 

 

Module Name: 

 The name of a module (ie: ‘Accounting.’) This will be listed after the module code.  

 

MRF / MAF 

 Module Request Form and Module Amendment Form. These are the forms you  

will submit to the Study Abroad Office to choose your modules. A Module  

Request Form will be submitted to us first; Module Amendment Forms can be  

submitted after you have been allocated if any changes need to be made. 

 

Sem 1, Sem 2, SY, and NSY 

 A module marked as ‘Sem 1’ runs Semester 1 (September – December).  

  

 A module marked as ‘Sem 2’ runs Semester 2 (January – June).  

  

 A module marked as ‘SY’ runs for the Standard Year (September – June). Please note 

that students study at King’s for only one semester cannot take SY modules.  

  

 A module marked as ‘NSY’ runs on an untraditional schedule. This is generally only 

used for language modules (which may have different start/end dates) or modules that 

do not meet regularly, such as research projects. 

 

Timetable 

 Schedule. You can access module timetables from the timetabling website. 

 

For information on how to access the timetables, please see our timetabling guide. 

 

Virtual Campus 

 Area where you can locate information about Bioscience modules. 
  

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/abroad/at-kings/modules.aspx
https://timetables.kcl.ac.uk/
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/assets/PDF/study-abroad/Study-Abroad-Timetables-Guide.pdf
https://virtualcampus.kcl.ac.uk/vc/bms/miss/sa.aspx
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I am a…. 
 

Liberal Arts student OR a student looking for a ‘General Education’ credit 

 We have a wide range of modules available in our Faculty of Arts and Humanities. We 

would encourage you to look at Level 4 modules in the following departments: 

  

o Classics 

o Comparative Literature 

o English 

o Film Studies 

o Geography 

o Philosophy 

o Political Economy 

o Theology & Religious Studies 

o French 

o German 

o Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American Studies 

(SPLAS) 

 

  

 However, depending on the requirements of your home university and our module 

eligibility criteria, any of our departments within the Faculty of Arts & Humanities, 

Faculty of Social Science and Public Policy, or other faculties/departments may suit your 

needs. 

  

Business Student 

 Business modules at King’s can be found in the School of Management and Business. We 

offer a wide range of modules covering accounting, finance, marketing, management, and 

other topics. 

 

International Relations or a Related Major 

 Most of our incoming International Relations/Studies/etc. students request modules in 

our European and International Studies, Political Economy, and War 

Studies/International Relations departments. 

  

If modules within those departments are all full, we would strongly encourage you to 

consider our History, Classics, French, German, SPLAS, and Geography departments, as 

well as the School of Management and Business. Please note that students can only enrol 

in Geography modules if they have an academic background in physical geography.  

 

Pre-law or law student 

 In order to take a module from the Dickson Poon School of Law, you will generally need 

a strong legal academic background. Political science modules will not be sufficient 

There are several modules available in 

art, history and politics that do not 

require you to speak the target 

language. Please check the module 

catalogue to confirm language 

requirements. 

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/abroad/at-kings/modules.aspx
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/abroad/at-kings/modules.aspx


6 

 

academic background, and students who have only taken a few law modules previously 

may find themselves struggling academically.  

  

 However, if it is a business-focused module within the School of Law (e.g. ‘Law and 

Economics’) you will not need a legal background if you have a strong business academic 

background. 

 

Pre-med student 

 Study abroad students cannot study medicine. However, pre-med students might want 

to consider studying: 

  

o Bioscience (biology related) modules  

o Health & Society  

o Please note: this programme has an earlier application deadline: 1 March 

(Semester 1/FY entry) and 1 October (Semester 2 entry)  

o Nursing  

o Please note: nursing modules are only available to students in the process 

of completing a nursing degree. 

 

 We generally do not recommend pre-med students take Introduction to Global Health & 

Introduction to Social Medicine. These are introductory modules and the content will be 

too basic for most pre-med students. 

 

 

  

http://www.kcl.ac.uk/lsm/research/divisions/hscr/study/undergradops/premed/index.aspx
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I want to study… 
 

Global Health/Social Medicine 

 Students must take Introduction to Global Health and Introduction to Social Medicine. 

These modules must be taken in tandem. 

 

We do not advise pre-med students to take these modules, as the content will be too 

basic for most pre-med students. 

 

You can only enrol on these modules if you are a fee-paying (non-exchange) student, or 

an exchange student from one of the following universities:  

 

o University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill 

o University of Melbourne 

o Johns Hopkins University 

o National University of Singapore 

 

Digital Humanities 

 Our Digital Humanities department focuses on Digital Culture and looks at topics such as 

Social Media, Digital Management, and Digital Publication. Therefore, students who 

wish to study Digital Humanities need a background in digital/media studies.  

  

 Please note that some Digital Humanities modules require a working knowledge of 

computer science skills. Please check the module catalogue for specific prerequisite 

requirements.  

  

Please be advised that modules within the Department of Digital Humanities have very 

limited space. 

 

Science  

o Bioscience (Biology related modules) 

o Chemistry 

o Informatics 

o Physics    

 

o Nursing – please note: nursing modules are only available to students completing a 

nursing degree 

 

Music 

 Music modules are only open to students completing a music degree at their home 

university and who can fluently read music. 

 

 

These modules require approval from an 

academic within the department. Even Level 4 

modules require approval. Your MRF will take 

longer to process because of departmental 

approval. 

https://virtualcampus.kcl.ac.uk/vc/bms/miss/sa.aspx
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Foreign Languages 

 Language modules are run through our Modern Language Centre (MLC). If you request 

an MLC module, you will be provisionally allocated. During your orientation week, you 

will be required to complete an MLC language assessment to finalise your placement. 

 

For foreign culture, literature/art, history and politics modules, please see the German, 

French and Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American Studies (SPLAS) departments. 

Some of these may have language requirements, so do check the module catalogue. 

 

Law 

 In order to take a module within the Dickson Poon School of Law, you will generally 

need a legal academic background. Political science modules will not be sufficient 

academic background. 

 

 However, if it is a business-focused law module (e.g. ‘Law and Economics’) you will not 

need a legal background if you have a strong business academic background. 
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The modules I selected are full… 
 

Please note that, due to classroom capacity, diversification efforts or other reasons established 

by our teaching departments, once a module is full we are unable to add more students. Please 

also note that we do not use waiting lists so as not to mismanage your expectations of what is 

possible and to ensure your studies are not unnecessarily delayed. 

 

If you’re looking for Digital Humanities, try… 

 English      

 Comparative Literature 

 History  

 Informatics 

 French                     

 German      

Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American Studies (SPLAS) 

The School of Education, Communication & Society    

              

If you’re looking for English, try… 

 Comparative Literature 

 Film Studies 

 French 

 German 

 History 

 Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American Studies (SPLAS) 

 The School of Education, Communication & Society 

 Theology & Religious Studies 

 Philosophy 

  

If you’re looking for European and International Studies, try…  

 History 

 Classics 

French 

 German 

 Political Economy 

Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American Studies (SPLAS) 

 War Studies/International Relations 

 

If you’re looking for Political Economy, try… 

Classics 

European & International Studies 

 French         

 German 
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 History 

 Philosophy  

Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American Studies (SPLAS) 

The School of Management and Business                 

  

If you’re looking for History, try… 

 Classics 

 Comparative Literature 

English 

 European and International Studies 

 French 

Geography – must have a background in physical geography 

 German 

The School of Education, Communication & Society 

 Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American Studies (SPLAS) 

  

If you’re looking for War Studies/International Relations, try… 

 European and International Studies 

French 

Geography – must have a background in physical geography 

 German 

History 

 Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American Studies (SPLAS) 
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If you have further questions… 

Here’s who you should contact. 

 
Adding/deleting a module 

 This should only be discussed with the Study Abroad Office via a MRF/MAF. We 

do not recommend speaking with academic staff about adding or deleting a module, 

as our academics are not involved in the module allocation process. 

 

Changing seminar sections 

 Seminar sections are changed by the Timetabling Services (timetabling@kcl.ac.uk). 

Please note that timetabling will only change seminar sections if you have a clash 

between two King’s modules. 

 

KEATS access 

 KEATS access is controlled by the academic departments, not by our office. If 

something is missing from your KEATS or is there incorrectly, please speak to the 

relevant academic departments. 

 

Having to miss a lesson? 

 Please speak to your module convenors directly.   

  

Your exam schedule? 

 Exam timetables will be released in November (for Semester 1-only students) and in 

March (for Semester 2-only and Full-Year students). Your exam timetable will be 

available on your student records page.  

  

 Please note that most assessment for Semester 1-only students takes the form of a 

written assignment to be submitted remotely in January, rather than exams, although 

some departments, such as Bioscience Education, offer exams in December. 

mailto:timetabling@kcl.ac.uk
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/campuslife/services/examinations/exams/timetable.aspx

