
Information for forced 
migrant students 

Advice and guidance on how your immigration 
status may affect applying to university



What do we mean by  
‘forced migrant’? 

At King’s College London we recognise 
that any legal background of involuntary 
immigration can have a significant 
impact on educational opportunities and 
outcomes, and therefore provide pre-
entry and on-course support to forced 
migrant students. 
 
We use the term ‘forced migrant’ as 
an umbrella term for the following 
immigration backgrounds: asylum seeker, 
refugee, humanitarian protection, limited 
leave to remain, and unaccompanied 
children seeking asylum. 



Pre-entry support  
with application
 
If you need help with your 
personal statement, navigating 
UCAS, improving your 
interview skills or have 
any questions, contact our 
designated member of staff, 
Anne-Marie Henderson,  
who can give you 1:1 advice 
on how to write a competitive 
application (contact details on  
the back) 

Tips for applications
 
1. Ensure that your teacher 
reference gives additional 
information and provides context 
about your immigration status
 
2. If needed, fill in the mitigating 
circumstances form
 
3. When applying for student 
finance, agree to get means-tested 
to get available financial support
 
4. Contact the universities’ Widening 
Participation Department



Financial support

n	We offer two Sanctuary Scholarships 
for students seeking sanctuary in the 
UK. These comprise of full tuition 
fee support and help with living 
costs, for each academic year of an 
undergraduate programme. You must, 
by virtue of your immigration status, be 
unable to access the Tuition Fee Loan 
or Maintenance Loan from Student 
Finance England. Tuition fees will 
be paid in full for all three years and a 
living costs scholarship worth £11,000 
per academic year paid in 3 termly 
instalments. For more information 
consult our Student Funding Office.

n	You may be eligible for the King’s 
Living Bursary and King’s Hardship 
Fund (assessed case by case)

Accommodation 

n	The UNITE Accommodation &  
 Access Bursary fully covers housing  
 costs for selected students. For   
 application information please visit the  
 care experienced section of our website 

n	We offer affordable 52-week lets  
 (including summer months)  

n	We also have a King’s Affordable  
 Accommodation Scheme (KAAS)  
 which subsidises accommodation  
 across all King’s residences

Personal support 

n	Our Designated Member of Staff  
 can answer all your questions and  
 help with your smooth transition  
 to higher education  

n	Our Wellbeing and Counselling teams  
 provide emotional support throughout  
 your time at King’s 

n	You can also be matched with a buddy,  
 who is a fellow student and has first  
 hand experience of university life 

Academic  
& career support 

n	All students are allocated a personal tutor  
 within their department who will be your  
 first point of contact 

n	Throughout your studies, a dedicated  
 career advisor will be there to help you  
 with internships, job opportunities and  
 employability skills 



My name is Muhammad Arkam 
Babar and I had been out of 
education for two years because 
I was not eligible for student 
finance due to my immigration 
status, even though I had lived 
in the UK as a legal resident for 
more than nine years. I searched 
for different options relentlessly 
as education means a great deal to 
me. I found nothing for two years 
and then came this Sanctuary 
Scholarship by King’s College 
London. I got in touch with Anne-
Marie Henderson regarding this 
and she guided me through the 
whole process. I attended an event 
which she had organised regarding 
the scholarships which gave me 
all the information I needed to 
kick-start the application process. 
The support I received from the 
Widening Participation staff was 
amazing; I could see that they 
genuinely cared about my story, 
my journey. The whole concept of 
these scholarships was so surreal to 
see as people in my situation often 
get overlooked by universities but 
King’s College London proved 
once again why it is one of the best 
universities in the world by opening 
up this scholarship for people in my 
situation. This is a change towards 
equality for all, a concept that will 
give King’s an edge over other 
universities for equal opportunities 
and fairness. I will be grateful to 
them for what they have done for 
me for the rest of my life. 



Do you have any other questions?
Contact Anne-Marie Henderson  
outreach@kcl.ac.uk or 020 7848 3948

Do you need more detailed information?
Check out the King’s College London Widening Participation 
website for more details: kcl.ac.uk/forced-migrants

Would you like to participate in a class or visit our campus?
You can attend our taster sessions, open days or book a campus 
tour:
www.kcl.ac.uk/study/visit/university-of-london-events.aspx
www.kcl.ac.uk/study/visit/undergraduate-open-days
www.kcl.ac.uk/study/visit/campus-tours.aspx

Where else can you get information about the available support  
for forced migrants?
Article26  article26.hkf.org.uk
Refugee Support Network  www.refugeesupportnetwork.org
STAR  (Student Action for Refugees) www.star-network.org.uk
Let us Learn  www.justforkidslaw.org/let-us-learn


