
What are scholarships?
Scholarships are a source of financial support covering some living costs and tuition fees. These are given based on 
academic excellence or achievements in different areas and can be offered by universities (usually funded by alumni 
donations), employers or other organizations. 

What are bursaries?
Bursaries are a source of financial support covering only some living costs. These are given based on low household 
income, background, or personal circumstances, such as disabilities. Bursaries can be offered by universities (usually 
funded by alumni donations), employers or other organizations. 
The main bursary for King’s home undergraduate students is the King’s Living Bursary.  This has recently been 
increased by 10% to provide an additional payment this year to help students manage the increase in costs of living.

What does King’s offer?
Every year King’s provides students with a wide range of scholarships and bursaries, for both undergraduate and 
postgraduate students, and both home and international students. The list is updated every year, as well as on a 
rolling basis when new sources of financial support become available. Different scholarships and bursaries have 
different application deadlines, with some of them closing during the summer before the start of the academic year 
and others later in the autumn term. www.kcl.ac.uk/study-legacy/undergraduate/fees-and-funding/student-funding/
scholarships-and-bursaries

Hardship funds
If your circumstances change and you are unable to cover the full costs of your studies, King’s College London has 
a number of hardship funds that can help students overcome short term financial difficulties that threaten their 
progress on the course: https://www.kcl.ac.uk/study-legacy/undergraduate/fees-and-funding/student-funding/
hardship-funds
If your circumstances are complex or your shortfall in funding is quite large (over £3k) we strongly advise that you 
consult a Specialist Money Advisor at the same time as applying for hardship funds www.kcl.ac.uk/moneyandhousing

External Resources
The following resources can assist you with your search for scholarships and bursaries at any stage of study, 
remember that you will need to summarise your income and expenditure too to demonstrate why you need a 
scholarship and what costs you will cover with it.

Alternative sources of funding and finance:
Scholarship hub     thescholarshiphub.org.uk
Turn2us      grants-search.turn2us.org.uk
Alternative guide to PG funding   postgraduate-funding.com
Save the student    savethestudent.org/student-finance/student-bursary-scholarship- 
      sources.html
Budgeting and money management
Blackbullion budget calculator   blackbullion.com 
KCL Financial Forecaster    tinyurl.com/financialforecaster
The Money Charity Budget Builder  budgetbuilder.themoneycharity.org.uk
Money Saving Expert    moneysavingexpert.com

Social Media
Instagram     instagram.com/kingsmoneymentors

Money & Housing Advice
Money Mentors
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