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PSYCHOLOGY: INTERCALATED BSC PROGRAMME
This programme takes place in the Health Psychology Section of the Department of
Psychology (at Guy’s), which is an active research and teaching group within the
Institute of Psychiatry, Psychology and Neuroscience (IoPPN). The Department has
an excellent track record in multidisciplinary research, obtaining research grants, and
in research publications. It is responsible for undergraduate teaching in psychology
to all medical students, an intercalated BSc programme in Psychology, an MSc in
Health Psychology and the Neuroscience and Neuropsychology pathway of the
Intercalated BSc in Neuroscience, which is run jointly with the Department of
Neuroscience.
The Health Psychology Section includes the following individuals:Professor Rona Moss-Morris (Prof of Psychology as Applied to Medicine)
Professor John Weinman (Prof of Psychology as Applied to Medicine)
Professor Myra Hunter (Prof in Clinical Health Psychology)
Professor Lance McCracken (Prof of Behavioural Medicine)
Dr Joe Chilcot (Lecturer and MSc Director)
Dr Emma Godfrey (Lecturer and BSc Director)
Dr Lyndsay Hughes (Lecturer)
Dr Jennifer Lau (Reader in Developmental Psychopathology)
Dr Sam Norton (Lecturer)
Dr Qazi Rahman (Senior Lecturer in Cognitive Neuropsychology &
Neuroscience)
Ms Tess van Leeuwen (Programme Officer)
And many postgraduate students.
There are also close research and teaching links across all King’s College campuses
including ties with Clinical Psychology: Michael Kopelman (Professor of
Neuropsychiatry) and Amanda Ramirez (Professor of Liaison Psychiatry); Dental
Health Psychology: Tim Newton (Professor of Dental Health Psychology) and Dr
Suzanne Scott (Lecturer) and Public Health: Dr Alison Wright (Lecturer); as well
as links with the wider London Psychology research community including Great
Ormond Street Children’s Hospital and University College London.

INTERCALATED BSC IN PSYCHOLOGY
The Psychology modules are intended primarily for medical and dental students
wishing to study the full Intercalated Psychology BSc programme, of which the
research project is an integral component. External students need to obtain
permission from their own medical/dental school and provide evidence of their exam
performance in the pre-clinical examinations.
All Intercalated BSc programmes allow students to study a subject in depth, and
Psychology is no exception. The programme is designed to provide students with a
solid grounding in 3 areas of psychology, together with a working, transferable
knowledge of research methodology.

STUDENT RESOURCES
There is a Departmental Library, which contains key books for the course as well as
general books covering each of the modules. In addition, a small number of
computers are available in the Department for student research and for data
collection. The Department also has a range of psychological tests and equipment
available for student projects. Rooms can be made available for data collection.

THE COURSE
Students will study the following four modules:
Abnormal Psychology (6BBYK301 30 credits)
Cognitive Neuropsychology (6BBYK302 30 credits)
Health & Illness across the Lifespan (6BBYK308 30 credits)
Research Methods and Statistics (6BBYK307 30 credits)
Each module has a co-ordinator and a number of different contributors on specific
topics. Guest lecturers give students the benefit of highly specialized and expert
knowledge in each given topic.
Within the Research Methods & Statistics module, students complete a Research
Project (comprising a 6,000 word dissertation) in which they learn how to conduct a
piece of original research – from initial question to final report. Hence the course not
only examines different types of research methods and statistical analyses, but also
helps students to develop generic academic and practical skills in report writing,
presentation skills and computer literacy.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE INTERCALATED BSC PSYCHOLOGY
PROGRAMME
The overall aim of the intercalated BSc in Psychology is to provide students with an
in-depth, critical understanding of research, theory and empirical findings in core
areas of psychology. Thus, in addition to acquiring detailed empirical knowledge in
each area, the key objectives are to ensure that by the end of the year, each student
will:

1. Understand the range of theories and research methods in core areas of
psychology
2. Be able to evaluate critically published psychological research findings and
choose between competing explanations, using psychological theory
3. Have completed and written up a piece of research, using appropriate
methodology and statistical analysis.

TEACHING
All teaching is seminar-based. The majority of seminar time is based around
discussion of pre-circulated papers and chapters, with input from students who have
read specific papers. Each module has a weekly three-hour seminar, which takes
place in the Seminar Room in the Psychology Unit. This amounts to approximately
69 hours of teaching per module (23 sessions).

Weekly timetable for BSc Psychology modules:
Monday
Abnormal
Psychology

Tuesday
Health &
Illness across
the Lifespan

10:00–13:00

10:00–13:00

Wednesday
Cognitive
Neuropsychol
ogy

Thursday

Friday

10:00–13:00
Research
Methods
and Statistics
(Term 1 only)
14:30–17:00

ASSESSMENT
Abnormal Psychology, Health & Illness across the Lifespan and Cognitive
Neuropsychology are seminar/lecture based modules which comprise 25% of the
final overall evaluation. 30% of the mark for each taught module is based on incourse assessment (e.g. essays) and 70% is based on a written exam paper. There
is one 3-hour written exam paper for each module and this typically consists of 8
essay questions from which students choose 3.
The research project is written up in the form of a 6,000 word dissertation which
counts for 80% of the mark of the Research Methods and Statistics module and a
statistics assignment counts for the remaining 20%.

MODULES

ABNORMAL PSYCHOLOGY [6BBYK301]
Module organiser – Dr Jennifer Lau
This module is concerned with psychological theories and research on the nature
and treatment of a variety of psychological problems. It aims to provide students
with a thorough grounding in the issues around the diagnosis, models and treatment
of psychological disorders. It will present an integrative view of mental disorders:
their biological basis, behavioural and cognitive factors in their aetiology and
treatment/management.
The module organiser leads core sessions, which are accompanied by lectures from
guest speakers coming from a variety of professions including academic/clinical
psychologists and psychiatrists, who work with people with psychological problems
and/or carry out research in the area.
The course comprises core sessions on the most common disorders and problems
including schizophrenia, major and bipolar depression, anxiety disorders, addictions,
eating disorders, neurodevelopmental disorders and personality disorders. In
considering these topics, the theory and practice of psychological therapies including
cognitive behavioural therapy will be covered. Psychological disorders are explored
in terms of definitions, models and theories, research evidence, treatment and
treatment efficacy, and future research/treatment directions. Throughout the course
we will also consider alternative approaches to using diagnostic categories to
conceptualise psychological disorders, including the use of more continuous
dimensional approaches. Throughout the course, theory-research links, and the
application of these to clinical practice are emphasised.
General course book:
Davidson, G.C. & Neale, T.M. (2001) Abnormal Psychology. (8th edition). New York:
Wiley.

COGNITIVE NEUROPSYCHOLOGY [6BBYK302]
Module organiser – Dr Qazi Rahman
Cognitive Neuropsychology or Cognitive Neuroscience is the field
that investigates the relation between the mind and brain with both
psychological and neuroscientific methods. It is a part of a broader
framework which views psychology as a branch of biology.
Neuropsychological studies help us understand what is going on in our brains when
we think, remember, love, feel emotion, take action, and make decisions. Thus, this
module focus on different facets of the mind such as learning and memory, emotion,
perception, consciousness and decision-making, language and executive functioning
in healthy individuals, as well as in patients with brain damage or disease. Social
cognition or our ability to think about the mind of other people and our relation with
them is also examined. This module aims to provide students with a grounding in the
basic concepts and clinical applications of cognitive, affective and social
neuroscience. The module will assume some basic knowledge of neuroanatomy and
neurotransmission.
Clinical populations discussed during the course include, but are not limited to,
stroke, Korsakoff’s syndrome, dementia and autism. Neuropsychological symptoms
to be described and explained will include neglect, amnesia, agnosia, aphasia and
disorders of consciousness. Methods of inquiry include structural and functional
neuroimaging, experimental psychology, neuropsychological assessment, lesion
studies and other state-of-the-art neuroscience methods.
A number of case studies will be described during the module. The course also
includes one case demonstration of neuropsychological and experimental
assessment of a patient with neuropsychological deficits following stroke. Further
neuropsychological tests will be discussed in various lectures. A range of cognitive
neuropsychology projects are available, including some in patient groups.
General course book:
Ward, J. (2010) The Students Guide to Cognitive Neuroscience. 2nd edition.
Psychology Press, New York

HEALTH & ILLNESS ACROSS THE LIFE-SPAN [6BBYK308]
Module organiser – Dr Emma Godfrey
The module examines aspects of health and illness from early
infancy through to old age. Lifespan development is utilised as
the framework for consideration of the psychological processes
in health, illness and health care delivery.
There is a strong emphasis on making theoretical and clinical links as the course is
taught by many clinical experts within the field. Students study the main theories of
developmental and health psychology to gain an understanding of human behaviour
and response to health, illness, challenge and stress across the lifespan.
In the first semester, students study of early development and infant-parent
attachment relationships. Part of the course focuses on ‘specialist areas’ including
developmental disorders like autism and ADHD, and health related behaviours such
as symptom perception, help seeking and adherence to treatment.
In the second term, the focus shifts from early experiences to adolescence and
adulthood, taking in family therapy and parenting, interventions to manage stress
and chronic illness; and the impact of social support and care giving. Case studies
and research evidence are presented and debated and the relevance to clinical
practice is emphasised where applicable. In the latter part of term, students learn
about psychological issues associated with ageing.
General course books:
Bee H and Boyd D. (2012). Lifespan Development. 6th Edition. New York: Pearson
Ogden J. (2012) (5th Edition) Health Psychology: a textbook. Buckingham: Open
University Press

RESEARCH PROJECT / RESEARCH METHODS AND STATISTICS [6BBYK307]
*Core module. Module organiser – Dr Sam Norton
This module comprises two components, (1) a research project (80%) and (2) a
research methods and statistics course (20%).
RESEARCH PROJECT*
There will be a wide range of projects from which students can choose. Any student
wishing to carry out a study which is outside the scope of the listed projects, will
need to plan this in detail with a supervisor well in advance of the start of the
course to ensure time to obtain ethical permission for the study. The main data
collection and statistical analyses are completed during the first and second terms,
and the dissertation completed by the end of the second term. The 6,000-word
dissertation counts for 80% of the module mark.
RESEARCH METHODS AND STATISTICS*
This is a compulsory course that aims to provide students with
a thorough grounding in the fundamentals of research
methodologies and statistical analyses. The course not only
prepares students for their project work but also equips them
with transferable research skills that will be invaluable when
conducting research in their future careers, irrespective of the
area of medicine in which research is conducted.
The course puts into place all the theoretical material required for understanding
statistical methods, and also focuses on practical skills in data analysis,
interpretation and writing up results.
There will be an assignment which counts for 20% of the final module mark.
Students will receive training in the SPSS application. This is the most widely used
statistics package in clinical and psychological research and is installed in the
computer pool rooms at New Hunt’s House.
Course Book: Dancey, PC., & Reidy, J. (2014). Statistics without Maths for
Psychology (Sixth Ed.). Prentice Hall.

NEUROSCIENCE AND NEUROPSYCHOLOGY PATHWAY
IN THE INTERCALATED BSC IN NEUROSCIENCE
This BSc is run jointly with the Neuroscience BSc programme. Enquiries about the
Neuroscience part of the course should be addressed to Dr Jon Robbins
(jonathan.robbins@kcl.ac.uk) or Dr Clemens Kiecker (clemens.kiecker@kcl.ac.uk) or
to the course organisers (see below).
The students undertake half their modules from the neuroscience course and half
from the Psychology course. The Psychology modules comprise the Cognitive
Neuropsychology module and the Research Project (including lectures in Research
Methods and Statistics). From the Neuroscience BSc programme, students have a
choice of up to three modules, namely: Cellular & Systems Neuroscience
(6BBYN3040), Pharmacology of Neurological and Psychiatric Disorders
(6BBM0331), Neuroendocrinology (6BBL0366), Memory Mechanisms in Health and
Disease (6BBYN309) and Imaging the Brain, Reading the Mind (6PASN001).
The course prepares students for, and helps them with, designing, conducting,
analysing and reporting their individual research projects. In doing so, students learn
transferable skills such as critical evaluation and verbal and written presentation of
research. Such skills are essential, particularly for those wishing to conduct research
in their future careers, whichever area of medicine they enter. Students are expected
to have chosen their project and supervisor prior to the start of the course from a list
that will be provided to successful applicants.
Students will therefore take at least two of the following modules:
Neuroscience
6BBYN304
Cellular & Systems Neuroscience (30 credits) Mon & Tues SEM A
(Prof Uwe Drescher, uwe.drescher@kcl.ac.uk)
6BBM0331
Pharmacology of Neurological and Psychiatric Disorders
(15 credits) Thurs SEM B (Dr Susan Duty,
susan.duty@kcl.ac.uk)
6BBL0366
Neuroendrocrinology (15 credits) Tues SEM B
(Dr Gavin Bewick, gavin.bewick@kcl.ac.uk)
6BBYN309
Memory Mechanisms in Health and Disease (15 credits) Mon SEM A
Professor Peter Giese (peter.giese@kcl.ac.uk)
6PASN001
Imaging the Brain, Reading the Mind (15 credits) Tues SEM A
Dr Yannis Paloyelis (yannis.paloyelis@kcl.ac.uk)
Psychology
6BBYK302
6BBYK307

Cognitive Neuropsychology (30 credits)
(Dr Qazi Rahman, qazi.rahman@kcl.ac.uk)
Research Methods & Statistics including project in Psychology
(30 credits) (Dr Sam Norton, sam.norton@kcl.ac.uk)

NUMBERS AND PLACES AVAILABLE
30 students will be offered a place on the Intercalated BSc in Psychology, 20 on the
Neuroscience and Neuropsychology pathway of the Intercalated BSc in
Neuroscience, 10 of which are reserved for BSc Neuroscience students.
Selection criteria:
Pass in relevant MBBS, BDS or BVetMed Year 2 examinations at first attempt. In
the event of the course being oversubscribed, selection will be based on examination
results in the first two years.
We also offer full-time places onto the iBSc in Psychology programme to BSc
Biomedical Science students. We accept students from the BSc Psychology onto
some of our modules.
Classes are seminar sized, with up to 55-60 students at most.
If you want to apply: Please follow the link below for the online application.
Internal applicants: https://internal.kcl.ac.uk/lsm/students/ug/intercalatedbsc/index.aspx
External applicants: http://www.kcl.ac.uk/study/subject-areas/intercalated/aboutintercalated-bscs.aspx
Please provide a short statement (word limit 300 words) to support your application
for the Intercalated BSc in Psychology or the Neuropsychology and Neuroscience
Pathway of the Intercalated BSc in Neuroscience. Your statement should include the
following areas:
1. Why you are interested in studying psychology / neuroscience &
neuropsychology
2. Your previous exposure/experience of psychology (this could include
previous study, reading or personal interest)
3. What you hope to gain from the course including how it fits in with your
future career or study plans.
Please note: External students need to obtain permission from their own
medical/dental school and provide evidence of their exam performance in the preclinical examinations. External students are given preference in applications for
College accommodation.
Website for the programmes described in this booklet:
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/ioppn/depts/psychology/research/ResearchGroupings/healthpsy
ch/study/bscpsych.aspx

CONTACT DETAILS:
Administrator:

Ms Tess van Leeuwen, Department of Psychology (at Guy’s)
IoPPN, King’s College London, 5th Floor,
Bermondsey Wing, Guy’s Campus, London SE1 9RT

Telephone: 020 7188 0178

E-mail: tessa.van_leeuwen@kcl.ac.uk

RESEARCH PROJECT PRIZE WINNERS
1999 – Masud Awal

Stereotypes of obesity and perceptions of female eating
behaviour
2000 – Tracey Harris
Attitudes of homeless people towards health care
received at General Practices
2001 – Susannah Jackson An investigation into the possible role of psychological
factors in the presentation of gastro-oesophageal reflux
disease.
2002 – Gurminder Singh Health anxiety and worry in the medical student
population
2003 – Duncan Austin
The effect of mood induction in the Iowa Gambling Task
2004 – Zena Abu-Nab
Breast and Donor-site scar perception following postmastectomy reconstruction: A qualitative study.
2005 – Billy Cheung
Binge drinking amongst medical students: An application
of the Theory of Planned Behaviour
2006 – Tim Sheppard
Subjective experience is the key to understanding the
impact of an intercalated degree on a medical student
2007 – Ally Xiang
Sex difference in adult advantageous decision-making
2008 – Joint award
Emma Shaw
Exploring attitudes towards antidepressant medication
and predicted patterns of help seeking for depression
Henna Qureshi
Exploring attitudes towards treatments for depression and
the differences between attitudes towards antidepressant
medication and medication for physical health problems
2009 – Joint Award
Dalia Nelson
Investigating the Role of Attentional Disengagement Bias
in the Tendency, Ability and Persistence of Worry
Culadeeban Ratneswaran
The Psychological and Physiological
Limitations to Exercise and Health Related Quality of Life
in Severe COPD: a pilot study

2010 –
Joint
Award

2011

2012
2013

Haris Ahmed Memorial Prize Winners
Jennifer Powell Is there a relationship between glycaemic control and
cognitive function in adults with newly diagnosed type
2 diabetes mellitus? A cross-sectional study.
Sabrina Qureshi Exploring the psychosocial effects of kidney
transplantation in recipients.
Lauren
Does medical school lead students to repeatedly visit
Waterman
the doctor with concerns about having serious health
problems? A cross-sectional study of “Medical
Student Syndrome”
Samantha
The effect of oxytocin on the hyper-vigilance to social
Harrison
threats in attachment-anxiety assessed using a lexical
decision task
Francesca
Striatal volumes in adolescents with Attention-Deficit
Dawkes
Hyperactivity Disorder: Does size relate to impulsivity?

Marwa Elmasri

Cortical and Sub-cortical Morphometry in Children
with Rolandic Epilepsy

David Gee

Exploring Sex Differences in Mental Rotation and
Effects of Dimensionality

2015

Philippa Clery

2016

Naomi Mescall

A Systematic Review and Meta-analysis on the
Efficacy for People with Type 1 Diabetes Mellitus and
Eating Disorders/Disordered Eating/Insulin Omission.
Gluten Intolerance: An Exploratory Study Assessing
Cognitive Bias

2014 –
Joint
Award

Michael D Kopelman Award
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016

Sarah Orr
Joe Stammeijer & Lawrence Telesia
Arabella Green
Jonathan Collins
Abigail Burrows
John Weinman Prize

2013
2014
2015
2016

Beita Khadem
Jodie Acott
Philippa Clery
Natasha Askaroff
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